Zachary Lesser. "Hamlet" After Q1: An Uncanny History of the Shakespearean Text. by DE FILIPPIS, Simonetta
Rivista di lingue e letterature
Direttore Giuseppe Massara 
Shakespeare and the Object a cura di Keir Elam e Fabio
Liberto 
Rubrica di linguistica e glottodidattica a cura di Claudio Di Meola 
Lavoro redazionale a cura di Chiara Moriconi, Francesca Zaccone 
Comitato di redazione: 
Caporedattore - Federica Spinella 
Coordinamento - Massimo Blanco, Valeria Merola 
Segreteria e comunicazione - Pierluigi Vaglioni 
Traduzioni - Mattia Bilardello  
Recensioni - Davide Crosara 
Comitato scientifico: 
Francesca Bernardini; Piero Boitani; Paolo Canettieri; Mario Capaldo;
Maria Luisa Cerron Puga; Annalisa Cosentino; Fernando De Martinez;
Claudio Di Meola; Franco D’Intino; Ettore Finazzi Agrò; Oreste Flo-
quet; Antonella Gargano; Janja Jerkov; Giorgio Mariani; Luigi Marinelli;
Mario Martino; Paola Maria Minucci; Donatella Montini; Sonia Netto
Salomao; Armando Nuzzo; Mauro Ponzi; Arianna Punzi; Barbara
Ronchetti; Ugo Rubeo; Serena Sapegno; Maria Antonietta Saracino; Anna
Maria Scaiola; Claudia Scandura; Anna Maria Segala; Emanuela Sgambati;
Angela Tarantino; Igina Tattoni; Stefano Tedeschi; Francesca Terrenato;
Norbert Von Prellwitz; Mary Wardle. 
Redazione: 
Veronic Algeri; Cecilia Bello; Christos Bintoudis; Chiara Bolognese;
Simone Celani; Alessandro Coltrè; Simona Di Giovenale; Francesco
Di Lella; Davide Finco; Emilio Mari; Chiara Moriconi; Sanela Mušija;
Nicoleta Nesu; Daniela Padularosa; Nicola Paladin; Maria Caterina
Pincherle; Daniela Puato; Elisabetta Sarmati; Paolo Simonetti; Ivan
Yevtunshenko; Francesca Zaccone. 




Anno I n. 1-2016 
In copertina: Charles Robert
Leslie (1794-1859), Autolycus 
(1836), [The Winter's Tale, IV,4].
Victoria and Albert Museum, London. 
Via G. Serafino, 8 
00136 Roma
Tel. 06 45468600
Fax 06 39738771 
n. 1-2016
Shakespeare and the Object
a cura di Keir Elam e Fabio Liberto
Editoriale pag. 7
Saggi
Keir Elam – Fabio Liberto Shakespeare and the Object pag. 9
Andrew Hadfield Thinking and not Thinking About Things in Early Modern England pag. 25
Catherine Richardson “A most curious mantle”: Shakespeare’s Late Materialities pag. 53
Donald R. Riccomini Macbeth, Object-Oriented Ontology, and Weird Realism pag. 77
Jean-Louis Claret Shakespeare and the Object: the Case of  Hamlet pag. 95
Mariacristina Cavecchi Shakespeare, a Galera and a Surreal World of  Stage Objects pag. 119
Aurélie Griffin Objects of  Love and the Performance of  Gender in Love’s Labour’s Lost pag. 151
Martina Zamparo “If  this be magic, let it be an art lawful as eating.”
An Alchemical Reading of  the Living Statue in The Winter’s Tale pag. 173
Rubrica di linguistica e glottodidattica a cura di Claudio Di Meola
Introduzione pag. 205
Claudio Di Meola Le grammatiche didattiche del tedesco – il problema
del genere dei sostantivi pag. 211
Daniela Puato Il participio attributivo esteso nelle grammatiche didattiche del tedesco L2 pag. 223
Fabio Mollica Grammatica Valenziale e insegnamento del tedesco come lingua straniera pag. 247
Recensioni a cura di Davide Crosara
Zachary Lesser. “Hamlet” After Q1: An Uncanny History of  the Shakespearean Text.
Philadelphia: University of  Pennsylvania Press, 2015 (Simonetta de Filippis) pag. 271
Enrico Scaravelli. The Rise of  Bardolatry – Paratexts of  Shakespearean 
Adaptations and other Texts – 1660-1737. Bern: Peter Lang, 2016 (Andrea Peghinelli) pag. 273
William Shakespeare. Troilo e Cressida. Trad. Iolanda Plescia, introd.
Nadia Fusini. Milano: Feltrinelli, 2015 (Gilberto Sacerdoti) pag. 276
James Shapiro. 1606: William Shakespeare and the Year of  Lear.
London: Faber & Faber, 2015 (Davide Crosara) pag. 278











Zachary Lesser. "Hamlet" After Q1: An Uncanny History of the 
Shakespearean Text. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2015. Pp. 292, € 29,00. 
 
The story of the accidental discovery of Hamlet’s first Quarto in a 
closet of Sir Henry Banbury’s manor house in 1823 and of its effects 
on the subsequent critical interpretations of Shakespeare’s most 
emblematic play are the central argument of Zachary Lesser’s study, 
“Hamlet” After Q1: An Uncanny History of the Shakespearean Text 
(University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 2015). Q1 was 
included in a badly bound volume of twelve Shakespeare plays, all 
first editions, but the text of Hamlet appeared as a different version 
from those known up to that time, particularly as to some characters 
and scenes (the final missing leaf was accidentally discovered by the 
Dublin bookseller M. W. Rooney in 1856).  
Lesser discusses the cultural debate generated by that discovery, 
and illustrates how Q1 has influenced our general understanding of 
Hamlet and Shakespeare.  
A few illuminating examples are given of how even the analysis 
of single words which are different or missing in Q1 can throw new 
light on the text and suggest new interpretations.  
Rather inspiring are Lesser’s comments on the discovered Q1, 
seen in Freudian terms as the return of the “uncanny” – (“something 
‘known of old and long familiar’ had returned to the Victorian in an 
unfamiliar form” (11) – and also his historicist perspective when 
considering a text belonging to two totally separated periods (1603 
and 1823) with no connection in the intervening years and whose 





Lesser gives an ample overview of the many critical 
interpretations and the philological theories of New Textualism about 
Q1 and Shakespearean authorship, concluding that future studies 
“must reckon with the uncanny historicity of Q1” (221) and its 
relation to the successive texts of Hamlet.  
A pleasant reading and a fascinating book, rich in facts, 
suggestions, and ideas. 
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272 
